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BOROUGH  OF  LISKEARD 


THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1949. 

To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  Borough  of  Liskeard. 


Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  Year  1949.  Although  there  was  no 
marked  deterioration  in  the  health  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Borough,  the  birth-rate,  the  death-rate,  and  the 
figures  for  infectious  diseases,  were  not  as  good  as  in 
1948.  The  birth-rate  has  not  surprisingly  fallen  from 
the  higher  figures  which  prevailed  during,  and  after 
the  recent  war.  There  lias  been  an  increase  in  the 
death-rate  which  is  above  the  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole.  I  believe  this  is  due  not  so  much 
to  the  fact  that  Liskeard  Borough  is  less  healthy  than 
the  country  as  a  whole,  as  to  the  fact  that  Liskeard, 
and  indeed  manvsuch  towns  in  Cornwall  have  m  their 
population  a  higher  proportion  of  older  persons  than 
the  general  population.  The  average  age  at  death 
was  above  that  of  the  country  as  a  whole.  There  were 
no  maternal  deaths,  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  was 
well  below  the  national  figure.  The  total  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  rose  from  34  in  1948  to  162  in  1949, 
due  in  the  main  to  an  epidemic  of  measles  in  the  early 
months  of  the  year.  Although  the  population  of  the 
Borough  was  affected  by  the  anxiety  occasioned  by  a 
small  outbreak  of  smallpox  at  Pengover  in  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  Rural  District  no  cases  occurred  in  the  Borough. 
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One  of  the  main,  if  not  the  main,  foundations  of 
good  health  is  adequate  housing — and  by  adequate  I 
do  not  confine  myself  to  the  bare  essentials  necessary 
to  shelter  from  wind,  and  weather.  An  adequate  house 
is  one  which  not  only  gives  physical  protection  against 
the  elements,  but  in  which  also  the  individual,  and  the 
family  can  find  contentment  and  happiness.  In  our 
modern  world  inadequate  housing  is  perhaps  the  most 
potent  single  cause  of  human  unhappiness  and  frustra¬ 
tion,  which  in  their  turn  are  basic,  fundamental  causes, 
of  vague  and  often  chronic  ill-health.  Bearing  in  mind 
the  high  cost  of  building  and  the  restrictions  and 
controls  in  force,  the  completion  of  a  further  15  houses, 
during  1949  represents  a  moderate  achievement. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified 
during  1949  was  5,  the  same  number  as  in  1948.  Tuber¬ 
culosis  differs  mainly  from  other  infectious  diseases  in 
being  a  chronic  disease.  In  this  respect  it  can,  and 
does  incapacitate  sufferers  for  months,  and  indeed  years,, 
rendering  them  a  burden  to  themselves, and  the  national 
economy,  and  a  potential  source  of  danger  to  those 
with  whom  they  live.  Moreover  tuberculosis  is  a  killing 
disease  which  during  1949  caused  1  death  in  the 
Borough,  and  somewhere  in  the  region  of  19,000  deaths 
in  England  and  Wales.  It  is  a  preventable  disease, 
but  unfortunately  methods  of  prevention  are  physically 
difficult,  and  financially  expensive  to  put  into  opera¬ 
tion.  As  far  as  the  Borough  is  concerned  the  provision 
of  adequate  housing  is  one  of  the  most  important  con¬ 
tributions  that  can  be  made  towrards  the  solution  of 
this  problem. 

Poliomyelitis — or  to  give  its  popular  though  in¬ 
correct  name  of  infantile  paralysis— has  during  the 
past  three  years  been  causing  concern  throughout  the 
country.  This  disease,  which  is  notorious  for  the  severe, 
permanent  paralysis  it  may  cause  is  one  of  many  due 
to  viruses,  which  are  germs  too  small  to  be  seen  by 
normal  laboratory  methods.  Intensive  research  has 
been,  and  still  is  in  progress  to  discover  more  about 
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the  disease,  and  more  especially  about  its  method  of 
spread,  but  at  present  we  do  not  know  nearly  enough 
about  it,  and  specific  preventative  measures  are  there¬ 
fore  difficult  to  apply.  During  1949  there  were  out¬ 
breaks  of  moderate  intensity  in  West  Cornwall,  and 
indeed  as  far  east  as  Fowey,  but  in  South-East  Corn¬ 
wall  we  mercifully  escaped,  only  two  cases  having  been 
notified.  One  of  these  occurred  in  the  Borough,  where 
a  six  year  old  boy  suffered  from  a  mild  attack  of  the 
disease. 

In  this  introduction  I  have  dealt  with  those  aspects 
of  Public  Health  which  will,  I  believe,  be  of  interest  to 
you.  Some  matters  not  touched  upon  in  the  preceding 
paragraphs  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  body  of  my  report. 
It  remains  for  me  to  thank  all  those  members,  and 
officials  of  the  Council  who  have  co-operated  with  me 
in  the  preservation,  and  furtherance  of  the  Public 
Health,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  the  happy  rela¬ 
tions  which  have  existed  throughout  1949  will  be 
maintained  in  the  future. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  J.  FOX, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


BOROUGH  ( 

OF  LISKEARD. 

Area  of  Borough  ... 

2704  acres. 

Population  (Registrar- General’s 

Estimate) 

4370 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1240  (approx). 

Rateable  Value  of  Borough 

•  •  • 

£32,675 

Sum  Represented  by  Penny  Rate  ...  ...' 

£130  8s. 

Vital  Statistics  for  1949. 

Live  Births — 

Male. 

Female.  Total, 

Legitimate 

28 

22  50 

Illegitimate 

2 

2  4 

30 

24  54 

Liskeard 

Health  Area 

England  and 

M.B. 

No.  7 

Wales 

Birth  rate  per 

1000  of  populafion  12.35 

15.65 

16.70 

Still  Births — No  Still  Births 

were  registered. 

Deaths — 

Male. 

Female.  Total.. 

35 

37  ■  72 

Liskeard 

Health  Area 

England  and 

M.B. 

No.  7 

Wales 

Death-rate  per  1000 

of  population  16.5 

14.3 

11.7 

Deaths  Attributed  to  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  the 

Puerperal  State. 

No  deaths  were  registered  under  these 

■  heads. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  oe  Age — 

Male. 

Female.  TotaL 

All  Causes 

1 

1 

Liskeard 

Health  Area 

England  and 

M.B. 

No.  7 

Wales 

Infant  Mortality  rate 

per  1000  Live  Births  18.5 

25.9 

32.0 

Deaths  from  Enteritis  and 

Diarrhoea  under  Two  Years 

of  Age — 

No  deaths  were  registered  under  these  heads. 
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Principal  Causes  of  Deaths  at  all  Ages 


Heart  Diseases 
Cancer  (all  sites) 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  (“  stroke  ”) 
Kidney  diseases 
Respiratory  diseases  ... 

Other  circulatory  diseases 
Accidents  and  other  violence 


27 

9 

8 

7 

4 

4 

3 


Average  Age  at  Death. 


Male 


Female 


66.1 


72.5 


Note.  Reference  is  made  in  the  foregoing  statistics  to  Health 
Area  No.  7.  For  the  purpose  of  health  administration  the  County 
is  divided  into  seven  Health  Areas.  Health  Area  No.  7  is  com¬ 
posed  of  the  County  Districts  of  Liskeard  Borough,  Saltash  Borough, 
Looe  Urban  District,  Torpoint  Urban  District,  Liskeard  Rural 
District  and  St.  Germans  Rural  District.  It  has  a  total  area  of 
164,000  acres  and  a  total  population  of  49,133. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Borough. 

( a )  Hospital  Services. 

(1)  Passmore  Edwards  Cottage  Hospital.  This  small 
hospital  of  22  beds,  with  physio-therapy,  and  x-ray  departments, 
w’as  fully  employed  throughout  the  year.  Because  of  the  lack  of 
resident  Medical  staff,  and  the  comprehensive  facilities  of  a  larger 
hospital,  cases  requiring  specialised  treatment  and  supervision  have 
generally  been  transferred  to  one  of  the  Plymouth  group  of 
hospitals. 

(2)  Lamellion  Hospital.  This  hospital  deals  largely  with 
old  persons  suffering  from  chronic  illness,  and  during  1949  was 
almost  invariably  fully  occupied,  with  a  considerable  waiting  list 
for  admission.  The  Medical  Officer  of  this  hospital  is  Dr.  E.  S. 
Toogood,  m.a.  (Oxon),  m.r.c.s. 

(5)  Plymouth  Group.  This  group  of  hospitals  provides 
facilities  for  all  forms  of  medical,  surgical,  and  other  special  forms 
of  treatment. 

(b)  Laboratory  Services.  In  November  1949  a  department  of 
the  Pub  ic  Health  Laboratory  Service  was  established  in  the  Royal 
Cornwall  Infirmary,  Truro,  and  this  service  now  carries  out  all 
bacteriological  work  required  by  the  Borough.  The  Director  is 
Dr.  D.  R.  Christie. 

Chemical  analyses,  which  are  very  seldom  called  for,  are 
•carried  out  by  the  County  Public  Health  Laboratories,  66,  Victoria 
Street,  London. 
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(c)  Services  Provided  by  the  Cornwall  County  Council 


under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 


(1)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children.  Ante-natal 
and  post-natal  advice  has  been  available  at  clinics  held  every  week 
at  the  Coronation  Welfare  Centre,  Liskeard.  During  1949  these 
clinics  have  been  attended  by  Consultant  Obstetricians  from  the 
Plymouth  Group  of  hospitals. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  have  been  held  weekly  at  the  Corona¬ 
tion  Welfare  Centre,  Liskeard.  These  clinics  were  organised  and 
supervised  by  Miss  Phillips,  Health  Visitor,  with  the  assistance  of 
voluntary  workers,  and  one  clinic  each  month  has  been  attended 
by  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  McMillan.  The 
average  attendance  of  infants,  and  pre-school  children  per  session 
was  33 — a  figure  which  indicates  the  popularity  of  the  facilities 
provided  at  this  clinic. 

(2)  Midwifery  Service.  The  District  Nurse-Midwife  for 
the  Borough  was  Nurse  Laity.  During  the  year  she  attended  27 
confinements,  and  carried  out  526  visits  in  connection  with  this 
service.  In  cases  where  abnormal  obstetric  conditions,  or  unsuit¬ 
able  home  conditions  made  confinement  at  home  inadvisable, 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  confinements  to  take  place  at  the 
City  Hospital,  Plymouth,  or  at  the  Alexandra  Maternity  Home, 
Devon  port. 


(3)  Health  Visiting  Service.  in  the  Borough,  Health 
Visiting  has  been  carried  out  by  Miss  M.  Phillips,  o.n.s.,  h.v. 


(4)  Home  Nursing  Service.  This  in  addition  to  midwifery, 
has  been  the  responsibility  of  Nurse  Laity.  During  1949  she 
carried  out  some  1,700  visits  in  connection  with  this  service. 


(5)  Ambulance  Service.  With  effect  from  1st  January 
1949,  the  Liskeard  Ambulance,  which  was  purchased  from  the 
Liskeard  Division,  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  was  owned  and 
operated  by  the  County  Ambulance  Service.  Whilst  this  ambulance 
was  available  throughout  the  24  hours  it  was  manned  from  7  a.m. 
to  7  p.m.  Monday  to  Friday  and  7  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Saturday  by  full¬ 
time  employees  of  the  County  Ambulance  Service,  and  at  all  other 
times  the  ambulance  was  manned  on  an  agreed  basis  by  voluntary 
members  of  the  Liskeard  Division,  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade, 
who  have  given  whole  hearted  co-operation  throughout  the  year  in 
rendering  this  service  to  the  community.  The  following  are  details 
of  work  carried  out  during  1949  by  the  Liskeard  ambulance  : — 

Patients  carried.  Miles  travelled. 


1,261 


26,749 
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(6)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care. 

Under  this  head  the  main  emphasis  is  on  prevention  of  disease 

through  vaccination  against  smallpox,  and  inoculation  against  diph¬ 
theria.  The  general  apathy  towards  vaccination,  which  had  become 
more  widespread,  and  more  marked  since  the  removal  of  compulsion 
in  1948,  received  a  powerful,  if  unpleasant  stimulas  when  a  small 
outbreak  of  smallpox  occurred  in  May,  1949  at  Pengover  near 
Liskeard.  As  a  result  of  this,  practically  the  entire  population  of 
the  Borough  was  vaccinated,  and  as  inevitably  happens  on  such 
occasions  many  adults  suffered  pretty  severe  reactions  with  painful 
swollen  arms. 

Inoculation  against  diphtheria  is  a  much  more  popular  proced¬ 
ure,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  by  the  end  of  the  year,  about 
85%  of  the  under  5  year  old  children  in  the  Borough  had  received 
this  form  of  protection. 

Care  and  after-care  of  illness  are  almost  entirely  in  the  form 
of  grants  to  cases  of  tuberculosis  to  enable  them  to  purchase  extra 
food.  During  the  year  four  such  cases  were  in  receipt  of  these 
grants. 

(7)  Home  Help  Service.  This  service  which  provides  help 
in  carrying  out  household  duties  where  there  is  a  genuine  need  e.g. 
maternity  cases,  illness,  age  and  infirmity,  operated  throughout  the 
year  in  the  Borough.  During  the  year  25  such  cases  were  helped 
by  this  service.  Mrs.  A.  M.  Morcom  of  the  W.V.S.,  acted  as 
organiser  of  this  service,  and  c  irried  out  a  great  deal  of  valuable 
work  in  an  entirely  voluntary  capacity. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

As  compared  with  1948  when  34  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
were  notified,  the  total  of  162  cases  during  1949  represents  a  very 
considerable  increase.  This  increase  was  almost  wholly  due  to  an 
epidemic  of  measles  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  though  there  were 
also  small  increases  in  the  incidence  of  pneumonia,  erysipelas, 
paralytic  poliomyelitis,  and  puerperal  pyrexia.  The  incidence  of 


whooping  cough  fell  in  1949. 

There  were  no 

deaths  from  infectious 

disease  during  the  year.  The  following  are  the  details  of  cases 

,  and 

attack  rates  of  the 

various  infectious  diseases 

;  — 

RaRs  fier  1000  of  'population. 

Disease.  Cases 

Liskeard. 

Health  Area 

England  and  14 

Tales. 

Notified, 

M.B. 

No.  7. 

Measles  151 

34.50 

25.85 

8.95 

Pneumonia  4 

0.92 

1.26 

0.80 

Whooping  C.  3 

0.69 

3.76 

2.39 

Erysipelas  2 

0.46 

0.24 

0.19 

Paralytic 
Poliomyelitis  1 

0.23 

0.04 

0.13 

Rate  Per  1000 

total  births. 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

1 

18.55  2.53  6.31 

6.31 
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ruBERcuLQSis.  The  notification  of  5  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
during  1949  is  similar  to  1948  when  5  cases  were  notified.  There 
was  one  death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The  following  are 
details  of  cases,  and  mortality  from  tuberculosis  during  1949  : — 

Age  Period  New  Cases  Deaths 

_ _ M  F  _ M  F 

0—1 
1—5 
5—15 
15—45 
45—65 

65  and  upwards 

At  the  end  of  1949  there  were  19  cases  of  pulmonary  and  3 
cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  resident  in  the  Borough. 

National  Assistance  Act.  No  action  under  Section  47 
of  this  Act  was  called  for  during  1949. 

Water  Supply.  The  quality  and  potability  of  this  excellent 
supply  were  beyond  reproach  during  the  year.  Water  from  the 
source  at  Trekeive  Steps  is  conveyed  to  storage  reservoirs  and 
treatment  works  at  St.  Cleer.  Here  the  water  is  passed  through 
rapid,  closed  filters,  the  reaction  of  the  filtered  water  is  adjusted  to 
render  it  s  ightly  alkaline,  and  it  is  then  sterilised  by  contact  with 
ammonia  and  chlorine. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  in  my  iast  Annual  Report  I 
wrote  of  the  thoroughly  unsatisfactory  sewerage  of  the  Borough. 
The  continued  discharge  of  crude  sewage  into  the  relatively  small 
East  Looe  river  causes  gross  pollution  of  that  waterway.  On  the 
grounds  of  hygiene,  and  public  health  there  can  be  no  defence  of 
the  present  state  of  affairs.  It  is  not  through  failure  to  recognise 
this  that  no  action  has  so  far  been  taken.  The  main,  indeed  the 
only  obstacle,  to  putting  this  deplorable  state  of  affairs  to  rights  is 
the  heavy  cost  of  doing  so.  When  it  is  estimated  that  the 
installation  of  an  adequate  system  of  sewage  disposal  will  involve 
an  increase  of  15 — 20  %  in  the  rates  it  is  easier  to  understand  the 
reluctance  of  the  Council  to  embark  on  such  a  scheme.  Neverthe¬ 
less  the  unpleasant  and  expensive  prospect  must  be  faced  sooner 
than  later.  The  evil  day  has  already  been  too  long  postponed. 

Meat  and  other  Foods.  The  abbatoir  at  Liskeard  serves 
a  wide  area  in  south-east  Cornwall,  and  meat  for  a  population  of 
approximately  40,000  is  slaughtered,  and  handled  here.  The 
premises,  which  were  erected  during  the  recent  war,  are  inadequate 
to  deal  with  the  volume  of  work  which  is  carried  out  there,  and 
considerable  improvement  is  necessary  before  they  are  up  to  a 
reasonable  standard.  Now  that  such  abbatoirs  are  to  a  great 
extent  controlled  by  a  Ministry — in  this  case  the  Ministry  of  Food 
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— it  is  important  that  they  should  as  far  as  possible  be  above 
reproach.  If  they  are  not,  it  is  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  insist 
that  private  traders,  and  other  food  handlers  improve  their  methods, 
and  standards.  We  look  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  set  an 
example  in  this  matter. 

In  the  report  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Hoar,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  which 
follows,  details  of  the  work  he  has  carried  out  in  supervising  and 
inspecting  meat  passed  through  this  abbatoir  are  given.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  amount  of  work  involved  was  considerable,  and  made 
big  inroads  into  the  time  available  for  Mr.  Hoar’s  general  duties  as 
Surveyor,  and  Sanitary  Inspector.  It  is  hoped  that  during  1950  an 
additional  Sanitary  Inspector  will  be  appointed  to  assist  Mr.  Hoar, 
and  that  neighbouring  Authorities  receiving  meat  from  the  Liskeard 
abbatoir  will  contribute  towards  the  new  officials  salary. 

Food  Poisoning.  There  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poison¬ 
ing  in  the  Borough  during  1949. 

Clean  Food  Campaign.  No  campaigns  were  organised 
during  1949. 

Housing.  During  the  year  17  new  houses  were  completed  as 
against  11  during  1948.  Of  the  17  new  houses  2  were  built  by 
private  enterprise,  and  15  were  Council  houses.  There  is  still  a 
considerable  waiting  list  for  houses,  and  it  would  appear  that  at  the 
present  rate  of  building  it  will  be  some  years  before  the.  demand 
for  adequate  housing  can  be  satisfied.  There  is  a  considerable 
amount  of  old  sub-standard  housing  in  the  Borough  which,  if  the 
tenants  could  be  rehoused,  should  in  the  interests  of  good  health 
be  demolished.  Earlier  in  this  report  I  referred  to  the  inadequate 
arrangements  for  dealing  with  sewage.  Whilst  on  the  subject  of 
housing  it  is  well  to  remember  that  the  continued  provision  of  new 
houses,  all  of  which  have  bathrooms,  and  water  laid  on  indoors  is 
bound  to  increase  the  amount  of  sewage  to  be  disposed  of,  and 
thereby  increases  the  urgency  of  considering  some  satisfactory 
method  of  sewage  disposal. 

b  actor i es  Act,  1937.  Owing  to  lack  of  staff  no  inspections 
have  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
appointment  of  an  additional  Sanitary  Inspector  during  1950  will 
enable  these  inspections  to  be  undertaken.  There  are  no  very  large 
industrial  installations  in  the  Borough. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report.  The  report  of  Mr.  E.  J. 
Hoar,  Sanitary  Inspector,  which  follows,  treats  in  greater  detail 
some  matters  already  referred  to  in  my  report.  Because  of  the 
very  heavy  pressure  of  work  caused  by  meat  inspection,  it  has  not 
been  possible  to  give  the  attention  Mr.  Hoar  and  I  would  have 
wished  to  some  of  his  duties.  It  is  hoped  that  the  additional  appoint¬ 
ment  I  have  already  refferred  to  will  ease  the  burden  considerably. 
In  spite  of  the  pressure  under  which  he  has  had  to  work  I  have 
always  found  Mr.  Hoar  most  co-operative  in  dealing  with  all  matters 
which  were  our  common  concern. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1949. 


\\  ATE R  Supply^  It  has  been  found  to  be  increasingly  difficult 
to  maintain  a  constant  and  uniform  flow  of  water  in  the  stoneware 
supply  pipes  between  the  source  at  Trekeive  and  the  filtration  plant 
on  St.  Cleer  Downs. 

1 

This  supply  pipe  was  laid  about  70  years  ago  when  most  of  the 
fields  were  in  permanent  pasture,  but  to-day  a  large  number  of  these 
fields  have  been  ploughed  with  heavy  tractors,  causing  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  breakages  in  the  pipe  line,  at  times  cutting  off  the 
whole  of  the  water  supply. 

It  has  been  possible  to  maintain  a  constant  supply  of  water 
over  the  whole  of  the  Borough  during  the  year,  but  it  was  found 
necessary  to  prohibit  the  use  of  hoses  for  watering  gardens. 

T REATMENT.  This  consists  of  :  — 

Sedimentation  by  the  use  of  sulphate  of  alumina  and  chalk. 
Filtration  through  two  pressure  filters,  each  capable  of 
dealing  with  6,250  g.p.h. 

Lime  dosing  to  restrain  corrosion. 

Sterilisation  by  chlorine  and  ammonia. 

Examination  of  Water.  Weekly  samples  are  taken  for  a 
check  on  residual  chlorine,  and  two  samples  a  year  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

Report  on  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  a 
Sample  of  Water  Received  13/9/49.  from  Liskeard 


Borough 

Council. 

Number  of 
Colonies 

1  day  @  37°C. 

2  days  @  37  C. 

3  days  @  20°C. 

developing  on 

0  per  ml. 

0  per  ml. 

0  per  ml. 

Agar  J 

Present  in 

A  bsent  from 

Probable  number 

Presumptive 

Coli-aerogenes 

Reaction 

— ml. 

100  ml. 

0  per  100  ml. 

Bact.  coli 
(Type  l) 

— ml. 

100  ml. 

0  per  100  mb 

Cl.  welchii 
Reaction 

— ml. 

100  ml. 

Report  on  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  a 
Sample  of  Water  Received  20/1/49.  from  Liskeard 

Borough  Council. 


Number  of 
Colonies 
developing  on 
Agar 


1  day  @  37  C. 


2  days  @  37  C.  3  days  @  20  C. 


0 


0 


0 
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Presumptive  Present  in  —  Absent  from  100  mL 

Coliform 

Reaction 

Bact.  Coli  Present  in  —  Absent  from  100  ml. 

Cl.  welchii 

Reaction  Present  in  —  Absent  from  100  ml. 

Area  of  Supply,  The  whole  of  the  Borough  (with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  some  isolated  cottages  and  farms)  is  supplied  with  water 
from  the  Council’s  mains. 

Number  of  separate  premises  not  supplied  with  water  from  the 
Council’s  mains  is  22,  with  an  estimated  total  number  of  occupants 
of  63. 

Sewerage.  The  sewage  from  the  town  is  carried  directly 
into  the  small  streams  adjoining  the  town,  or  with  soakpits  in  the 
case  of  small  groups  of  houses. 

No  form  of  treatment  is  carried  out  in  either  case. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods.  The  work  in  connection  with 
the  inspection  *of  meat  has  increased  to  a  considerable  extent  since 
an  abbattoir  has  been  constructed  at  Liskeard  to  deal  with  the 
supply  of  meat  to  the  Borough  and  the  adjoining  areas  of  Looe, 
Liskeard  Rural  District,  Torpoint  and  parts  of  St.  Germans  Rural 
District. 


Number  of  Animals 

C  OIL'S 

V- 

Other  Cattle 

Calves 

Sheet > 

Pigs 

Slaughtered 

Condemnations  from  all 

1,502 

1,324 

3,677 

77 

diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis. 

(a)  whole  carcases 

43 

10 

15 

76 

2 

(b)  carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 
condemned 

985 

94 

2 

(c)  percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 

other  than  Tuberculosis 

69.1% 

1.13% 

4.6% 

5.2% 

Condemnations — 
Tuberculosis. 

(a)  whole  carcases 

29 

V. 

11 

1 

4 

(b)  carcases  from  which 

some  part  or  organ  condemned  159  4 

(c)  percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  Tuberculosis  13.2%  .07%  10.4% 
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Other  Foods  Condemned. 


Cheese 
Corned  beef. . 
Flour 
T ea  . . . 

Sugar 

Frozen  meat 
Tinned  foods 


82  lbs. 
305  lbs. 
147  lbs. 
13  lbs. 
62  lbs. 
103  lbs. 
510  lbs. 


Some  attention  has  been  given  to  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 


ice  cream. 

Nos.  on  the  Register  of  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nos.  on  the  Register  of  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Manufacturers  of  ice  cream  for  sale  on  own  premises  at  Liskeard  2 
Retailers  selling  loose  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Retailers  selling  prepacked  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


Number  of  Samples  Taken. 

Grade  I  Samples... 

Grade  II  Samples 
Grade  III  Samples 
Grade  IV  Samples 


17 

11 

3 

1 


32 

All  prepacked  samples  taken  have  been  either  Grade  I  or  II, 
those  Graded  III  or  IV  have  been  bulk  ice  cream. 

Factories  Act,  1937.  No  inspections  have  been  made  owing 
to  insufficient  staff  to  carry  out  this  and  other  duties  of  the  Local 
Authority. 

Shops  Act.  As  above. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  No  further  action  has 
been  taken  to  improve  the  sewage  system  or  the  disposal  of  sewage, 
the  Local  Authority  having  deferred  all  work  where  it  would  be 
necessary  to  incur  a  large  capital  expenditure. 

Scavenging  Strepit  Cleaning.  Consideration  has  been 
given  by  the  Council  to  the  provision  of  a  refuse  destructor  but  in 
view  of  the  capital  cost  this  has  been  deferred.  In  the  meantime 
the  Council  have  obtained  additional  ground  for  the  disposal  of  refuse. 

Milk  Shops  and  Dairies.  The  Cornwall  County  Council 
now  being  the  authority  dealing  with  farms,  the  Town  Council  are 
more  concerned  with  retail  premises  only. 

The  number  of  retailers  now  serving  the  town  is  11,  only  one 
having  retail  premises  in  the  Borough,  the  remainder  deliver  from 
vans  and  cars  and  are  as  follows : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pastuiised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ungraded  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 
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Rodent  Control.  Since  the  delegation  of  these  duties  to  the 
Council,  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  destruction  of 
rats  in  the  Borough,  and  complaints  of  rat  infestion  by  householders 
are  very  few. 

Routine  treatment  of  sewers,  sewer  outfalls  and  the  Refuse 
Dump  has  reduced  the  rat  population  considerably. 

The  Council  has  now  obtained  the  use  of  the  Rodent  Operator 
from  the  Liskeard  Rural  District,  and  this  arrangement  appears  to 
be  working  satisfactorily. 

Housing  Act,  1c<36-1949.  No  provision  has  been  made  by 
the  Local  Authority  to  supply  necessary  assistance  to  carry  out 
routine  inspections  required  by  the  Housing  Acts,  such  inspections, 
and  the  following  actions,  have  been  made  as  the  result  of  complaints 


made  by  occupiers. 

Houses  inspected  on  receipt  of  complaints  ...  ...  ...  2 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defects  remedied...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Post  War  Housing. 

Houses  completed  by  Local  Authority  during  1949  ...  ...  15 

Houses  built  by  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  permanent  houses  erected  by  Local  Authority  since  1945  29 

Total  permanent  houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  ...  4 

Total  temporary  bungalows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 


Squatters  Camp  — Luxstowe.  The  numbers  of  ex-Army 
Huts  occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  9.  These  huts  are  extremely 
wet,  the  floors  are  below  the  level  of  the  adjoining  ground  and  the 
concrete  walls  to  sides  and  ends  very  porous. 

These  huts  should  be  demolished. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  work  in  connection  with 
the  administration  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  has  been  confined 


to  inspection  made  on  receipt  of  complaints. 

Premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Informal  Notices  served  and  w7ork  completed...  ...  ...  19 

Statutory  Notices  served  and  work  completed  ...  ...  5 

Action  deferred  (overcrowding)  .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Action  deferred  (unfit  house)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


/ 


